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2026 American Indian Indigenous Teacher Education Conference

Holding the Circle: Working Together to Strengthen Indigenous Education

Dear AIITEC Conference Attendees:
Welcome to the 16th American Indian/Indigenous Teacher Education Conference! On behalf of the planning committee, it is an honor to gather with you under the blessing and guidance of the San Francisco Peaks, known as Mother Earth, or Dookʼoʼoosłííd (Diné), or Nuvatukyaovi (Hopi), to celebrate, elevate, and advance Native American Education.

We begin by respectfully acknowledging the ancestral homelands of Native Americans across the region, including the Apache, Diné, Havasupai, Hopi, Hualapai, and Paiute. We honor their resilience, enduring stewardship of these lands, and continued contributions to education.

This year’s theme, "Holding the Circle: Working Together to Strengthen Indigenous Education," reflects our shared commitment to empowering Native American youth and educators. 

Education is not separate from politics—it is the very foundation of Tribal sovereignty. For generations, our Tribal Nations have fought to decolonize learning environments and reclaim the authority to shape our youth's educational futures. Today, we stand at a pivotal moment to protect and advance systemic change in education. By asserting our right to culturally relevant, tribal-led education, we ensure that our languages, histories, and lifeways are not only preserved but also actively taught and celebrated. 

Throughout this conference, we will address the critical intersection of policy, advocacy, and classroom instruction. We will explore how to navigate shifting federal landscapes, demand government-to-government consultation, and protect dedicated funding streams that directly support our schools. The legal relationship between the U.S. government and sovereign Tribal nations is paramount, and we are here to equip ourselves with the tools to hold institutions accountable. 

But beyond policy discussions, this conference is a space for collective healing, community wisdom, and empowerment. As you attend workshops, panels, and networking sessions, we encourage you to share your local successes, strategize to overcome systemic challenges, and uplift the voices of our Native youth. 

Thank you for your dedication to our students and for your ongoing efforts to empower Tribal communities. Let us use this time to build strong partnerships, foster meaningful change, and ensure that every Native learner steps into a future rooted in strength and sovereignty.

Joseph Martin                                     Jon Reyhner

Co-Chair                                 

Co-chair

AIITEC Planning Committee: Jennie DeGroat, Jude Fulkerson, Angie Hodge-Zickerman, Darold Joseph, Christine Lemley, Louise Lockard, Mansel Nelson, Vangee Nez, Robert Randez, Paulina Whitehat

2026 American Indian Indigenous Teacher Education Conference

Holding the Circle: Working Together to Strengthen Indigenous Education
All times are Mountain Standard (same as Pacific Daylight)
(In-person and Hybrid Sessions)
Thursday, June 25

4:00-6:00 Center for Native American and Indigenous Futures: Welcome Reception
Host: Paulina Whitehat; Blessing: Jennie DeGroat
Entertainment by Nala Rain Nelson
Friday, June 26
8:00-8:40 Cline Library Assembly Hall: Welcome and Opening General Session

Host: Joseph Martin; Blessing: Evelyn Bahe

Welcome: Karen Pugliesi, NAU Executive Vice President & Provost
8:40-9:30 CLINE LIBRARY ASSEMBLY HALL: KEYNOTE PRESENTATION
Kevin King, Pearson Company
Measuring What Matters: Culturally Centered Approaches Beyond High-Stakes Testing

Kevin King explores the development of assessment frameworks centered on tribal values, equity, and a culturally responsive pedagogy. It prioritizes student-centered methods that capture both academic proficiency and critical skills such as collaboration and critical thinking. Educators will gain insights into moving beyond conventional standardized tests to gain a more authentic understanding of student abilities. 

9:45-10:45 BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Cline Library Assembly Hall: Effective Measurement for Your Purposes: Putting Principles into Practice
Kevin King, Pearson Company 
While recognizing the role of large-scale assessments, this session promotes a more balanced approach that prioritizes student learning and tribal community values. Participants will analyze their educational ecosystems to identify actionable ways to improve measurement, ensuring data serves to enhance learning. This session guides you in identifying what you want to measure, understanding your context, and designing actionable, culturally responsive assessment tools.

COE 124: I Know What Causes That—and How to Fix the Problem of Reading in English

George Ann Gregory, University of Maryland Global Campus
In my workshop last year on introducing reading in indigenous languages, the problem of reading in English came up. This workshop focuses on that specific problem, builds from personal observations, and includes a short exercise demonstrating the problem and solution and handout with steps for handling a struggling reader.

COE 174: Engaging Culturally Grounded Education Practices Through the Institute for Native-serving Educators Professional Development Programs

Denyse Herder, Ashley Thibodeau, NAU Institute for Native-serving Educators
The Institute for Native-serving Educators (INE) at Northern Arizona University grew from a grassroots movement of Navajo Nation educators advocating accessible, culturally responsive professional development. In this panel, 2026 INE educator fellows share how they apply culturally responsive schooling principles to enrich teaching practices and better support Native American students.
COE 204: He Kiʻina Aʻo ʻŌlelo Noʻeau: Reclaiming Pedagogy Through Traditional Hawaiian Proverbs 

Pililuaikekaiohilo Kanaka Keala (Native Hawaiian) (Hybrid Workshop Presentation)
This workshop examines ʻōlelo noʻeau (Hawaiian proverbs) as pedagogical frameworks for teaching and learning. Grounded in Indigenous epistemologies, it highlights applications in immersion and Hawaiian-focused educational settings. Participants reflect on their proverbs while exploring connections to teacher identity, culturally sustaining practice, and approaches supporting community, language revitalization, and student growth.

COE 205: Overview of how OSCAD network with schools utilizing the Diné Language assessments, Five Content Standards, and DLC 520 Teacher Certification

Evelyn Bahe, Verna Thomas, Eugenia Williams, Office of Standards, Curriculum & Assessment Development, Department of Diné Education

The Office of Standards, Curriculum & Assessment Development (OSCAD) is a program under the Navajo Nation’s Department of Diné Education. OSCAD oversees four major projects: 1) Navajo Seal of Bilingual Proficiency Assessment, 2) Navajo Traditional Apprenticeship Program, 3) Student Language Assessments, and 4) Diné Language and Culture Assessment (DLCA). OSCAD works with the Bureau of Indian Education and state public schools, providing technical assistance, monitoring and professional development with the goal of planning, promoting, developing, and implementing Diné language, culture, history, and government programs in schools on and near the Navajo Nation.

11:00-12:00 BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Cline Library Assembly Hall: Teaching Full Circle (Panel)

Albert King, Little Singer School teachers and Diné Pollen Trail Cultural Consulting.

The Diné teaching circle or Compass reintroduces our Diné conscious minds to awaken to our sacred circles and universe starting from home, schools, community, tribes and the world. The Compass is designed to teach in a secular way as our traditions have been practiced. It's designed to be child and teacher friendly.

COE 124: Teaching Tribal Sovereignty through Indigenous-authored Texts (Virtual Presentation)
Helen Thomas, Professional Learning Manager, National Indian Education Association (Hunkpapa Lakota, Standing Rock Sioux)

This session will introduce educators to developmentally appropriate ways to teach about tribal sovereignty in the classroom using Indigenous-authored texts and sources. Participants will explore a practical framework for building background knowledge of tribal sovereignty across grade bands, from PK to high school, and look at examples from Indigenous children’s and young adult literature alongside complementary sources. Together, we will explore how themes of sovereignty show up across texts and how educators can help students engage with these ideas in age-appropriate ways.

COE 174: Interrogating Curricular Choices in Schooling for Indigenous Students (Workshop)

Natalie Martinez (Laguna Pueblo)
This workshop details a case study involving a class assignment about heritage at a large public school in central New Mexico to highlight the ongoing curricular violence that Indigenous children and racially marginalized children continue to face in contemporary public schools. Participants will complete a curriculum inventory during this session.
COE 204: Navajo Cradleboard Teachings (Workshop)
Sam Anderson, STAR School; Jennifer Vandever (Navajo), St. Bonaventure School
Cradleboard is a powerful symbol of protection, designed to keep infants safe while allowing parents to carry them with ease. It's a deep care and affection that parents have for their children, ensuring they are sheltered and comfortable. Awéétsʼáál creates a strong bond between mother and child, acting as a physical manifestation of their connection. The bond is nurtured through the importance of family ties within the Navajo culture.
COE 205: Writing in the Native Primary (K-3) Classrooms

Sig Boloz, Northern Arizona University

If you want to improve reading scores, then you must improve your writing program. Reading and writing instruction are reciprocal processes and must not be taught in isolation. But what about our youngest-grade classrooms? In this presentation, Dr. Boloz will provide videotaped classroom examples and outline what still needs to be accomplished in many primary-grade schools serving Native children.

12:00-1:15 LUNCH ON YOUR OWN
1:15-2:15 CLINE LIBRARY ASSEMBLY HALL: KEYNOTE HYBRID PRESENTATION
Jason P. Dropik (Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians), Executive Director, National Indian Education Association

Jason Dropik explores the critical role Native education plays in strengthening Tribal Nations, communities, and future generations. Centering on sovereignty, identity, and collective responsibility, this keynote reflects on the opportunities and challenges facing Native education today and encourage educators, leaders, and communities to collaborate to support Native students. The session highlights the importance of culturally grounded education, relationship-building, and long-term investment in Native students as a pathway to thriving Tribal Nations and stronger futures for all children.

2:30-3:30 BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Cline Library Assembly Hall: Béésh nitsíkees bee nihizaad bínáwiiłʼaah dóó bínániitąąh - Revitalization Our Diné language with Technology (Workshop)
Nathan Brady, Little Singer School

Our unique Diné language has been tested time and time again, but as the people, we always come back to roots, the dirt floor teachings. Today, our challenge is incorporating technology with learning the language. In this session, attendees will be introduced to assessments made with voice over recordings, grading rubrics and data reporting for language growth.

COE 124: Cultural Safety from Within (Workshop)

Jacylin Rose Marie Poirier Lacerte (Métis)
Cultural safety begins in the body. In this experiential workshop, participants explore how stress, illness, and intergenerational experiences shape our capacity to teach, learn, and lead. Through breath work, grounding, movement, and Indigenous teachings, educators learn to cultivate safety in themselves so they can extend it to others.
COE 174: Early Childhood Strategies to Preserve and Empower our Diné Language (Workshop)

Rosebelle Nelson, Rosie Larson, Shelly Wagoner (Diné)
The presenters will share innovative strategies for teaching Diné language to PK-1 students at Little Singer Community School. This session highlights approaches using simple, everyday language, root sounds, and engaging activities that foster identity awareness and character development. Discovering how these methods not only support early language acquisition but also contribute to broader efforts of language revitalization. Together, we are making a meaningful difference in preserving the sacredness and power of our indigenous language for future generations.

COE 204: Language, Identity, and Lateral Violence: Challenging the Idea of Being “Indigenous Enough” (Workshop)

Hauolihiwahiwa Moniz (Native Hawaiian)
This session examines how lateral violence shapes Indigenous identity, belonging, and language learning. Drawing on Native Hawaiian research, it highlights how “Indigenous enough” narratives create emotional and social barriers for learners. Participants will explore ways to build inclusive, healing language spaces that strengthen connection, solidarity, and cultural revitalization across Indigenous communities.

COE 205: Honoring Our Languages Through a Sacred Well-Being Exercise (Workshop)

Shawn Secatero (Cañoncito Band of Navajo), University of New Mexico

As part of acknowledging the sacred parts of the Corn Pollen Model, the University of New Mexico's POLLEN (Promoting our Leadership, Learning, and Empowering our Nations) teacher to school principals licensure program has created an interactive excise that honors spiritual, mental, physical, and social well-being pillars. Workshop participants will create a life-size model of the Corn Stalk model and will receive a curriculum guide.
3:45-5:00 BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Cline Library Assembly Hall: Transforming Mathematics Instruction Through the Diné Math Problem-Solving Model: A Pedagogical Action Research Study (Workshop)

Etta Shirley, Marie Williams, Bernice Chatter. Wilphina Becenti, Albert Brent Chase. Rosebel, Rosie Larson, Ms. Shelly Wagoner, Tanya Tso, Frederick Tagolino, Jayne Litson, Little Singer Community School with Dr. Henry Fowler (Collaborating Research Partner)

This session presents a pedagogical action research study on the Diné Math Problem-Solving Model at Little Singer Community School. Grounded in Diné philosophy, the model transforms mathematics instruction through structured reflection and culturally sustaining practices. Findings highlight increased teacher efficacy, student engagement, and conceptual understanding, offering a replicable framework for Indigenous-centered mathematics education.

COE 124: NISN Diné Bizaad Na’nitin Yíhooł’aah Mentor + Apprentice Program
Geneva Becenti, NISN Diné Bizaad Na’nitin Yíhooł’aah Mentor + Apprentice Program

The NISN Diné Bizaad Na’nitin Yíhooł’aah Program supports Diné speakers to obtain Native American Language and Culture Certification in New Mexico. The preparation meets the needs of taking the Diné language and culture assessment. The panel presenters will share results from the program implementation on recruitment, cultural foundation, and curriculum demonstration.
COE 174: Getting to Know OIE: Mission, Programs, and Support for Native-Serving Educators

Sophia Begody, Deputy Associate Superintendent; Elaine Mollindo, Professional Learning Specialist


Join the Arizona Department of Education’s Office of Indian Education for an introductory overview of its mission, programs, and supports for Native-serving educators. Learn about key education policies, free professional development opportunities, and practical resources to help create culturally responsive classrooms and strengthen instruction in Native American history and culture. Perfect for those new to OIE.
COE 204 Uranium Radiation and Radon - Oh My! (Workshop)
Mansel Nelson, Northern Arizona University

The Four Corners has been a major Uranium Mining area with over 500 abandoned mines on Navajo. In addition to being a neurotoxin, Uranium is radioactive, emitting gamma energy. Radon, a cancer-causing chemical, also comes from Uranium. The presentation will describe how to protect yourself from Uranium, radiation and radon.

COE 205: Five Keys to Raising the Standardized Reading Test Scores of Native Children
Sig Boloz, Northern Arizona University

While concerns exist regarding the efficacy of the use of standardized test scores as a reliable measure of the reading achievement of native children, in this session Dr. Boloz focuses on what research and practice say about the practical school-wide and classroom methods that we can control which can be used to raise reading achievement scores for all children.

Saturday, June 27
8:00-8:40 Cline Library Assembly Hall Assembly: Welcome and Opening General Session

Host: Vangee Nez (Navajo), Blessing: Glenabah Martinez

Welcome: Ramona Mellott, Dean, NAU College of Education

8:40-9:30 CLINE LIBRARY ASSEMBLY HALL: KEYNOTE PANEL PRESENTATION
What about the Kids? Education for Tribal Nation Building
Vanessa Anthony-Stevens, University of Idaho, Philip Stevens, (San Carlos Apache), University of Idaho & San Carlos Apache College (Regent), Jessica Matsaw, Ph.D. (Shoshone-Bannock), University of Idaho, Nikki Lewis (San Carlos Apache), San Carlos Apache College & teachers from the Shoshone-Bannock and San Carlos communities

This panel engages education as a collaboration between learners, land stewardship, and possible futures grounded in tribal sovereignty. Presenters draw from a multi-year experience partnering teachers, tribal agencies, and public institutions of higher education to practice integration of Indigenous knowledge and school standards for critical thinking, collaboration, and leadership. Presenters share ways teachers un-learn, re-learn, and apply Indigenous pedagogies of place to support K-12 student engage for strengthening Tribal Nations. 

9:45-10:45 BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Cline Library Assembly Hall: Decolonizing Diné Language Revitalization Efforts to Reclaim Diné Language (Workshop)
Vincent Werito (Diné), University of New Mexico & UNM students

In this presentation, the lead presenter will discuss the purpose of a Diné centered language teacher program at the University of New Mexico (UNM) called the Diné Language Teacher Institute. DLTI students will share their insights about a curriculum development and immersion course that acknowledges the tribal strengths of Diné communities and utilizes a Diné-centered approach to curriculum design

COE 174: Let's Talk Code: A Culturally Grounded Computer Science Professional Development Program (Workshop)
Maydafe Clark (San Carlos Middle School), Supreet Kaur (Arizona Autism Charter Schools), Sanjiv Thompson (Whiteriver Elementary School), Erin Martin (Baboquivari Secondary School), Yolanda Moreno (Kayenta Boarding School), Carena White (Newcomb High School), Priyanka Parekh (NAU) Facilitator
Let’s Talk Code (LTC) — Is a network of educators who are developing culturally responsive rural computer science leadership circles across Arizona to recruit and retain rural students in computing across grades K6-12. LTC teacher fellows will present their strategies to grow this program to recruit more teachers.
COE 200: When You See the World: Indigenous Storytelling, Play, and Global Connection for Early Childhood Wellbeing

Crystal Austin, John Hopkins Center for Indigenous Health

When You See the World explores Indigenous storytelling, play, language, and cultural

connection through a globally collaborative children’s storybook project. Centered on early

childhood wellbeing, this presentation highlights how intergenerational storytelling and

Indigenous knowledge-sharing across Nations can strengthen belonging, identity, and wellness

for children ages 0–6, families, and communities.
COE 201: Culturally Responsive Science, Technology, Reading, Engineering, Art and Mathematics (CRSTREAM) Drone After School Project (Virtual Panel Presentation)

Anne Hamlin, Rosanna Jumbo-Fitch (Diné), Mostafa Hassanalian, Shawna Dodge, Riley Morris, Christine Lemley
Culturally responsive science, technology, reading, engineering, art and mathematics (CRSTREAM) integrates culturally responsive pedagogy, STEM, reading and art for K-12 students to use robotics and drones to solve community problems.

COE 204: Learning from Silent Speakers: A Cree Perspective (Hybrid Presentation)
Charlotte Ross (Montreal Lake Cree Nation), Canada
Silent speakers were raised hearing their Indigenous language, have partial or full understanding, but are not speakers. In my doctoral research, I created space to listen to their experiences of spoken language loss and recovery. I will share recommendations for practices that best support language recovery.
COE 211: Decolonizing Education: Indigenous Voices Shaping Pedagogy and Professional Development 

Chelita Borbón Runbeck (Navajo)
This community circle invites Native-serving and Indigenous educators to share stories of navigating and resisting institutional and cultural barriers. Through storytelling and decolonizing research, participants will honor identity formation, analyze colonial influences, and explore mentorship and knowledge systems, thinking critically about how these experiences can inform future professional development for Indigenous and Western educators.

11:00-12:00 BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Cline Library Assembly Hall: Ólta’ Siláagi Diné Bi’Óhoo’aahígíí Bee Níjítł’ó: Reweaving Schooling Using Diné Bi’óhoo’aah
James McKenzie (Diné)
Based on work with two Diné schools in New Mexico and Arizona with significant focus on Diné language, culture and/or lifeways, this study highlights elements affecting the schools’ efforts toward maintenance and revitalization of Diné language, knowledge and lifeways, and considerations for, challenges to, and factors critical to their success.
COE 174: Teaching Through Zines: Land-Based Literacies for Creating, Healing, and Learning (Workshop)
Joshua Frank (Onondowaga-Six Nations Grand River)
This workshop will provide insight about the use of Zines as a creative, uncensored, communal, land-based pedagogy. Participants will partake in an ImaginiNative Nature Walk, deep listening of a traditional story, learn about zines and zine pedagogy, analyze a zine, create a mini-zine and contribute to a collectively produced zine.
COE 200: Language through Songs (Workshop)

Nala, Luke, and Koda Nelson (Navajo)
Nala and her brothers will share how singing helps them learn their Navajo language and culture. They will share songs and describe what the song helps them learn. Some songs are a fun way to learn correct pronunciation of Navajo words. Through singing they also learn how to read Navajo.
COE 201: Identity as Power: Helping Students See Who They Are Becoming Nez Zen–Aligned Training on Identity, Motivation, and Student Transformation (Workshop)

Alonzo Nez (Navajo)

Identity shapes student behavior, motivation, and achievement. In Nez Zen teaching, identity is formed through thought, language, and lived experience. This workshop equips educators with practical strategies to help Native American students develop strong, positive identities grounded in purpose, belonging, and possibility. Participants will explore coaching-based approaches that strengthen confidence, encourage a growth mindset, and support long-term student success. The session emphasizes culturally grounded practices that help students recognize who they are, who they are becoming, and the power of their voice, values, and potential.

COE 204: Strengthening NAU Students’ Perceptions of Indigenous Epistemology and Western Science (Workshop)
Christina Baze & Vangee Nez (Diné), Northern Arizona University

This workshop explores the importance of weaving Western and Indigenous epistemologies in science. Attendees will participate in a talking circle activity to discuss and interact with Indigenous epistemology and Western science. We examine local issues like water use along the Colorado River and discuss key takeaways.
COE 211: Hopi Youth Leadership Program: Student Empowerment through Knowledge of Land, Language and Leadership

Cliff Kaye (Hopi), Brynn Bedah, Michelle DeWitt, Brigham Young University

The Hopi Youth Leadership Program imparts an understanding of Hopi language, history and traditional knowledge to inform high school students about their cultural identity and emphasizes their contributing role in shaping a positive future for themselves and their communities. Learn more about the development of and current work of the Hopi Youth Leadership Program and its effort to expand programming partnerships. (Paper)

12:00-1:15 LUNCH ON YOUR OWN
1:15-2:15 Cline Library Assembly Hall: Indigenous Wisdom 365 Days of the Year (Panel)
Glenabah Martinez (Taos Pueblo/Diné), Natalie Martinez (Laguna Pueblo), Christine Sims (Acoma Pueblo), Azella Humetewa (Santo Domingo/Acoma Pueblos)

“Indigenous Wisdom 365 Days of the Year” – panel presentation that offers current teachers and pre-service teachers a way to engage in teaching using marginalized Indigenous perspectives, and to help students develop critical thinking skills to apply to all content areas, and to the world around them. This 55-minute session provides an overview of Indigenous Wisdom, a Pueblo-Centric Curriculum that is freely available to download, through engagement with the authors and lead curriculum team, a walkthrough of the curriculum resources, and a chance to win Indigenous-authored books to support the curriculum.
2:30-3:30 BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Cline Library Assembly Hall: Bridging Engagement (Workshop)

Lisa Eutsey, Gerry Himmelreich, Mike Kim, Linda Sue Warner, San Carlos Apache College; Marcus Macktima, Northern Arizona University

This presentation advances student engagement through our ARROW-guided bridge program linking high school, college, and four-year pathways. Accountability structures track progress, Respect centers relationships, Resilience builds persistence skills, Openness expands access and resources, and Wisdom guides long-term outcomes, creating a culturally responsive, data-informed pipeline supporting student transition, retention, and academic success. The presentation builds on our work with AmeriCorps.
COE 174: Ch’iiyáán Álnééhgo Diné Bizaad Bóhoo’aah: Diné Language Immersion Teaching Strategies through Cooking Traditional Foods (Workshop)
 Jennifer Wheeler (Diné), Navajo Technical University
Sharing ideas is important. Modifying those ideas to engage students effectively is critical when we are teaching the language. The presenter and participants will share teaching strategies for oral Diné language development through preparation of traditional foods. We will incorporate state and tribal standards into lesson plan drafts, but our focus will be on full-immersion techniques that many of us were raised on at home.
COE 200: Strengthening Dine' Bizaad: The Power of Interaction

Jennie DeGroat (Diné), Northern Arizona University and Terry Curley (Diné)

This presentation shares ways to give learners practice to think in Diné Bizaad rather than just memorizing lists of words. This hands-on approach builds a deeper understanding, moving learners toward natural use and practical conversation. Participants will engage in interactive techniques that foster comprehension and help learners use the language.

COE 201: Ólta’ Siláagi Diné Bi’Óhoo’aahígíí Bee Níjítł’ó: Reweaving Schooling Using Diné Bi’óhoo’aah
James McKenzie (Diné)
Based on work with two Diné schools in New Mexico and Arizona with significant focus on Diné language, culture and/or lifeways, this study highlights elements affecting the schools’ efforts toward maintenance and revitalization of Diné language, knowledge and lifeways, and considerations for, challenges to, and factors critical to their success.
COE 204: Project Venture'sDine Experiential Approach to Indigenous Cultural Revitalization 

Heather Yazzie Campbell (White Mountain Apache), Neal Ferris (Eastern Shoshone/Northern Arapaho)

This interactive workshop explores how Project Venture’s experiential and land-based methods can support Indigenous cultural revitalization through relationship-building, storytelling, cultural identity, and community engagement. Participants will experience practical strategies for integrating cultural perspectives into experiential activities, outdoor learning, reflection, and community-based programming in schools and Tribal communities.
COE 211: Re-envisioning the Diné Bizaad Classroom as a Site for Linguistic Revitalization 

Loraine Menave, Lonise Yazzie, Daniele Etsitty, Gabrielle Jack, University of New Mexico
Learning Diné Bizaad via online curriculum is regarded as daunting because learning Navajo is already demanding in a face-to-face setting. Still, our goal for the online experience is to craft impactful courses and implement materials while endeavoring to meet the needs of L2 learners. Our online curriculum is linguistic revitalization.
3:45-5:00 BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Cline Library Assembly Hall: Restoring Diné Vitality: A Holistic Navajo Language Immersion Curriculum (Workshop)
Jerusha Ignacio, Cheryl Guerito, Laverne Cayaditto, Jennie Toledo, Lenonah Watchman, Olivia Nelson (Navajos)

This session highlights Dine' language immersion units designed through Understanding Backward by Design (UbD) and Indigeneity by Design (IbD). Participants will explore how Indigenous texts and oral storytelling serve as anchor texts to teach literacy standards while revitalizing language, identity, and community knowledge through culturally grounded, standards-aligned curriculum and student-centered performance tasks.

COE 174: Peoplehood, Cultural storytelling and Consciousness Raising: Valuing and Validating our Stories (Hybrid Panel Presentation)

Alma Montemayor-Sandigo, Cynthia Villareal, Darold Joseph (Hopi), Noah Karvelis, Tim Westerhaus, Gerald Wood, Ishmael Munene, Catharyn Shelton, Gaely Gomez, Annette Noriega, Lilya Fyffe, Karina Gonzalez, Christine Lemley
The Better Together Learning Community (BTLC) is a faculty-led initiative that centers student voice to honor intersectional diverse identities. Drawing on Peoplehood, Cultural storytelling, and consciousness raising, educators and students share how storytelling spaces engaged them in rewriting dominant stories to instead value and validate them.
COE 200: The Strength Within: Empowering the Mind, Heart & Spirit (Educator Wellness & Empowerment Training)

Alonzo Nez (Navajo)

The Strength Within empowers educators to strengthen emotional resilience, manage stress with wisdom, reconnect with purpose, and protect their inner peace. Through positive psychology, emotional intelligence, reflection, and practical wellness strategies, participants will leave inspired, renewed, and equipped to become stronger, more balanced, and impactful educators for students and communities.
COE 201: "Be Connected": Empowering Educational Leadership, Enjoyment & Effectiveness (Virtual Presentation)
Crystal Jones, Crystal Clear Academics™
Be Connected” by Crystal Clear Academics™ is a relationship-first educational leadership framework that empowers educators through culturally honoring practices, social-emotional connection, restorative engagement, and community-centered learning. The session focuses on reconnecting educators to self, students, and community to improve joy, leadership effectiveness, and student outcomes.
COE 204: E Hoʻihoʻi i ka Pilina: Connecting ʻOhana Across the Diaspora Through Virtual Hawaiian Culture-Based Education
Nicole Sapigao (Kanaka Maoli), INPEACE
This workshop shares how a virtual Hawaiian Culture-Based Education program successfully connected ʻohana (extended family) across the diaspora through dual-language learning, moʻolelo-based curriculum design, and relationship-centered teaching practices. Participants will engage in a hands-on weaving activity while exploring strategies that strengthen Indigenous language revitalization, cultural identity, and meaningful ʻohana engagement in virtual learning spaces.
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